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GRAYLANDS HOSPITAL VOLUNTEER SERVICE 
MIRACLE BABIES FOUNDATION 

Statement 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.52 pm]: I rise tonight to 
say a few words about a couple of events in which I had the pleasure of participating in the last couple of weeks. 
I do so tonight because I think it is important that we as members take time to talk about people who we are 
lucky enough to have had the opportunity to meet through our work—people who make a significant and 
positive difference to the lives of others such as those who are less fortunate, those who are sick and those who 
are in need. They do this not in the hope of being recognised, but simply because they want to help others, which 
I think is highly commendable. Both of these events that I had the opportunity to participate in were in the health 
space, if I can put it that way. I am pleased to note that the Minister for Mental Health is in the chamber tonight. 
The first event was a visit to the Graylands Hospital Volunteer Service. I must admit that Graylands Hospital is 
not in my electorate. I was attending this event on behalf of the Premier and I was not aware of this particular 
service before that visit. However, I have to say that after spending the morning with a few of the volunteers, it 
was incredibly rewarding for me to hear about what they do. 

This group of volunteers, for those members who also might not be aware of the service, provide friendship, 
support and assistance to patients at Graylands Hospital. They provide food, clothing, transport and other 
essentials. They provide emergency packs that contain essential items such as socks, underwear and a phone card 
for those who arrive at Graylands Hospital with very few, if any, in some circumstances, personal belongings. 
They also provide a comfort trolley that allows patients in closed wards the opportunity to purchase a variety of 
goods. They have an op shop where pre-loved clothes and accessories can be purchased at minimal cost—and 
that is specifically for the patients. One really kind gesture of the volunteers is to plan for patient birthdays. They 
arrange transport for patient outings and they fundraise for initiatives that benefit the hospital and its patients. 
They are a wonderful group of volunteers who assist more than 1 000 people each year. Although they are not 
necessarily huge in number, they are truly committed. There are about 50 in the core group of volunteers, some 
being psychology students from universities as well as others who help out. The chairman of the service, Edna 
Prosser, has been a volunteer with the service for some 38 years. Another volunteer had been part of the service 
for about 36 years and a number have been involved for more than 20 years. I have to say that they are just a 
wonderful group of Western Australians and tonight I wanted to recognise the work that they do for the patients 
of Graylands Hospital. 

The other event I attended was the Miracle Babies Foundation Thank U NICU Day for the neonatal intensive 
care unit at King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women. Members might not know—I was not aware of this 
specific statistic until I was given it by the foundation—that around 45 000 newborn babies around Australia 
require the help of a neonatal intensive care unit or a special care nursery each year, 25 000 of whom are born 
premature and up to 1 000 tragically lose their fight for life each year. The thankyou day was established by the 
Miracle Babies Foundation to recognise and thank the staff in these very special units right across Australia. At 
the time that event was held at King Edward Memorial Hospital, another event was held at Princess Margaret 
Hospital for Children and a range of similar morning teas were held right across Australia on that day.  

Here in WA more than 2 000 premature and unwell newborns are treated at King Edward Memorial Hospital 
neonatal unit each year. In fact, the unit is the largest in the Southern Hemisphere. Babies come to that unit from 
the Kimberley, Esperance and right across Western Australia. Outside of being the largest unit, it is one of the 
most advanced neonatal units in the country. It has the best survival rate in Australia, which is something we as 
Western Australians should be proud of. Obviously we would all very much want no little baby to die, but the 
fact that WA has a very good survival rate is something we should be very proud of. The simple fact is that the 
wonderful staff who work in these units provide not only those little babies quite obviously with the very best 
medical care available, but also wonderful care and support to families and most particularly the parents. I think 
we would all agree that there is nothing more special than being told that we are going to become a mum or dad. 
However, a roller-coaster of emotions inevitably flow when that little baby is born, and it is very challenging if 
that little baby is born premature or unwell. We are so excited that a baby has been born but then there is that 
concern and worry attached to all of that if they are in one of these nurseries. I have had experience in that 
regard, which I have talked about in this place before today, and I do not intend to again tonight. The simple fact 
is that these men and women who work in these units are so incredibly dedicated and work under extreme 
pressure. They provide the best medical care to those babies, but they also provide support under those very 
difficult circumstances to their family members. Both of my children spent time in a neonatal unit and it is 
challenging. As a parent we often feel a bit helpless because we do not feel there is much we can do. However, 
we know that our little baby is getting that care. Even when those staff are so incredibly busy looking after any 
number of babies at any one time, we know that their care is the same for every baby no matter how sick or 
otherwise they are, and I think that is a testament to them.  
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Just after I had said a few words to the staff and members from the Miracle Babies Foundation who were there, 
staff were coming and going out because they were on shifts. One of the nurses came in and I remembered her 
from when my son Harry was taken to the unit. I was able to go up to her and say to her, “I am sure you do not 
remember me, but I remember you.” She said she remembered me, but I do not know whether she did or not; she 
might just have been being polite. I was so pleased that I was able to say thank you to her. I simply wanted to get 
up tonight and reflect on those two events I had the opportunity to be part of, both in a different sense, but both 
related to health. We, as members of Parliament, should reflect on the very good things that other people do in 
our community. The wonderful caring work undertaken by people as part of the volunteer service at Graylands 
Hospital or indeed at King Eddie memorial hospital or any other neonatal unit right across Australia should be 
commended.  

House adjourned at 10.01 pm 
__________ 
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